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The Newsletter of the League of Women Voters of Larimer County

January Calendar of Events

Sustainability Team meeting
Georgia Locker ' s
713 Duke Square, Fort Collins
Interested Members Welcome

Admin Team meeting
Rosemary Bergstrom’s
627 Atwood Court, Fort Collins

Program Planning meeting
1815 Yorktown Avenue
Fort Collins

Membership Team meeting
Linda Mahan’s
708 Birky Place, Fort Collins

Deadline to Register for Legislative Conference,
See page 4

Health Care Team meeting
Linda Mahan
708 Birky Place, Fort Collins

S

Affordable Housing Team meeting
Care Housing

1303 West Swallow, Fort Collins
Interested Members Welcome

Deadline to Return Sustainability Survey,
See page 7

Legislative Conference
Denver History Museum

Administrative Team
Rosemary Bergstrom
206-0442 ' Thursday,
rosemary.bergstrom@gmail.com January 7
Judy Bushnell 9:30 AM.
493-9674
jabms@frii.com
Thursday,
Nancy Crow January 7
797-2819 Noon to 2:00
nancyccrow(@comcast.net
Florence Field Monday,
495-1896 January 11
fnfield@comcast.net Sto9P.M.
Janet Fritz Tuesday,
221-0073 January 12
jifritz@q.com 3:00
Irene Fortune Wednesday
613-0966 ’
vladimir1992@hotmail.com January 13
Linda Hutchinson
667-9214 Wednesday,
lindahutchinson@frii.com January 20
Noon
Carol Rush
667-5077
crush@frii.com Eﬁggf}?g’l
Mary Jo Shafer 2:00
482-4399
mjshafe@msn.com
Monday,
January 25
Il nside this | ssueée
Program Planning 2/3
Legislative Conference 4 Monday,
Instant Runoff Voting 5 ?;lgigylz_ ? 5
International Relations 6 ' '
Sustainability 7 Thursday,
CGI’ISUS 20 1 0 8 January 28
Voter Service 9 7 to 9 P.M.
CrossCurrents 9

CrossCurrents: TOPIC TBA
Fort Collins City Council Chambers
300 LaPorte Avenue
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ANNUAL LARIMER COUNTY LWV
PROGRAM PLANNING MEETING
Monday, January 11, 2010,
5:00-9:00 PM
Foothills Unitarian Church
1815 Yorktown Avenue
Fort Collins, CO

Reserve your place NOW for this important
meeting by calling or e-mailing Rosemary
Bergstrom, (970) 206-0442,
rosemary.bergstrom@gmail.com. Also, let her
know if you will be paying $6 or will be
bringing soup, a salad, bread, or dessert

Elaboration and Clarification

The December edition of League Lines contained a
one page discussion of League programming. The
Program Planning Team, Rosemary Bergstrom and
Nancy Crow, would like to explain a little further the
process by which study leads to League position.

Please replace Section I of the document in the De-
cember LL with the following:
L. Issues for STUDY that may lead to a position

Study is the process by which all levels of
League create or update their public policy positions.
These positions are reviewed regularly and are added,
dropped, and amended only after members study the
issue and go through some type of consensus or con-
currence process. Determining whether member
agreement has been achieved and how it should be
expressed is the responsibility of the board. In the
case of a local issue, the Administrative Team formu-
lates a position that expresses the membership views
and forms the basis for League action. ILO, state, and
national boards perform the same function for re-
gional, state, and national issues. Consensus is the
collective opinion of a representative number of the
League membership after an objective study of the
issue. Concurrence is agreement by League mem-
bers with a position on an issue reached by members
of another LWV chapter.

PROPOSALS FOR
NEW LOCAL STUDIES

If you have a proposal for a new local study, please
contact either member of the Program Planning Team,
Rosemary or Nancy. They will advise you on how to
present your proposal in a manner as to give it the best
chance for adoption.

PROPOSALS FOR
NEW NATIONAL STUDIES

As with new local studies, please contact either Rose-
mary or Nancy if you have a proposal for a new na-
tional study. We have received three proposals for
new national studies. The Leagues that have proposed
these studies are hoping to draw support at Local
Planning meetings. They are as follows:

1. PROPOSED 2009-2011 LWV US STUDY OF
THE ROLE OF

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN PUBLIC
EDUCATION BY THE PALO ALTO, CA
LEAGUE

PROPOSAL: To study the role of the federal govern-
ment in public education, with a focus on (1) the basic
goals of public education, (2) the role of the federal
government in education policy-making, (3) the rela-
tionship between national, state, and local levels of
education governance, including funding, and (4) the
development of common standards.

PURPOSE: To establish national League positions
that would enable the League of Women Voters to

A review, consider, eval
against federal education legislation; to

A advocate on issues rel:
public education should be; and to

A join in coalition with

that speak out on issues of public education.
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: AHE LWV COLUMBIA/BOONE COUNTY
(MO) PROPOSES THE ADOPTION OF A NA-

TIONAL STUDY BY THE LWVUS AT THE NA- POSSIBLE DISCUSSION ITEM
TIONAL CONVENTION IN 2010 ON THE ES-

TABLISHMENT OF A CABINET LEVEL DE- Fair Elections Now Act The League of Women
PARTMENT OF PEACE. 0 Voters of Boulder County and the League of Women
RATIONALE: “ Thi s study woul dVogmd @lbradd arcarpig theDWVUS Board
pand LWVUS positions on: Violence Prevention in members to place the Fair Elections Now (FEN) Act
the U.S.; International Relations; US Relations with as an advocacy priority in 2010 at the January
Developing Countries; the United Nations; and Arms LWVUS Board Meeting. Each year the LWVUS
Control. By doing this at the Cabinet level the ap- Board asks Leagues for suggested priorities; a report

proach of peace and nonviolence would be included in is compiled of all responses and these are presented to
the consideration of al | thepoardforitseldliteratibnr Ioobbyinlg dfferts aveu t s e

RESPONSIBILITIES: The Department of Peace concentrated on those issues given greatest priority.
will develop and manage programs which A) reduce This past year Health Care Reform and Global Cli-
the levels of violence in the U.S., and B) increase the mate Change were the top priorities, with other issues
chance of peaceful resolutions of conflicts internation- addressed as second or third tiered areas of interests.
ally. Each of these advocacy areas is already supported by

the adopted positions of the LWV.

3. THE MONTEREY PENINSULA CA LEAGUE Campaign finance reform has been one of the

PROPOSES THIS RESOLUTION: League’s priorities for 1
ATRANSPARENCY NEEDED | N sonHie Adh@ TehnNv&@ed in November to support
PROCESS TO INSURE ELECTION INTEG- the League of Women Voters of Boulder County and
R T Y At this time we have no details of this the League of Women Voters of Colorado in asking
study to share. the LWVUS Board to make the FEN Act an advocacy
priority.
4. THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF Under the Fair Election Now Act (S.752,H.R.1826),
KANSAS PROPOSES A STUDY BE CON- federal candidates would run for office without rely-
DUCTED BY ALL LOCAL LEAGUES TO AS- ing on large contributions and big money bundlers and
CERTAIN THE LEVEL OF CIVIC KNOWL- would be freed from the constant fundraising in order
EDGE IN THE PUBLIC IN OUR LOCAL COM- to focus on what people in their communities want.
MUNITIES AS WELL AS WHAT IS BEING Candidates would raise a large number of small con-

TAUGHT IN SCHOOLS. Ernestine Krehbiel, Presi- tributions from their communities in order to qualify
dent of the League of Women Voters of Kansas writes for Fair Elections funding. Contributions are limited

that a national study and action program for the to $100. To qualify, a candidate for the U.S. House of
League does NOT have to be just Representatives would have to collect 1,500 contribu-

an issue for federal | e gtiors froan peopte in their stateland taide & toxdkof | t  w
most noble study and action if the LWV US took on $50,000. Since states vary widely in population, a

the job of finding out the level of civic knowledge (in U.S. Senate candidate would have to raise a set

adults as well as students) and then promoting civic amount of small contributions amounting to a total of
education in every state and in every town. A national 10% of the primary Fair Elections funding. The num-
campaign for this could more easily link up with re- ber of qualifying contributions is equal to 2,000 plus

tired 500 times the number of congressional districts in

Justice Souter's current push, Sandra Day O'Connor's their state.

foundation’s effort and

that of other nationally know figures (Richard Drey-

fuss the actor). .. This study would really exci
cal leagues, state leagues and a public -- at least after

they see the pitiful statistics about the amount of civic

ignorance in a state.”
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The Admin Team voted in November to support

the League of Women Voters of Boulder County Membership Corner

and the League of Women Voters of Colorado In

urging the LWVUS Board members to place the Deborah (Debbie) Tu was inspired to join LWV after
Fair Elections Now (FEN) Act as an advocacy pri- a friend recommended she attend the Birthday Tea on
ority in 2010 at the January LWVUS Board Meet- the Suffragettes. She believes that she would have

ing. Each year the LWVUS Board requests
Leagues for suggested priorities, a report is com-
piled of all responses and these presented to the
board for its deliberation. Lobbying efforts are
concentrated on those issues given greatest prior-

joined the suffrage movement had she lived in their
time and agrees with Gloria Steinem, "as women age
we become more radical.”

Debbie comes from Washington and after college
Ity. . worked there in libraries primarily as a reference

This past year Health Care Reform and tech. She enjoys gardening, cooking, playing cribbage,
Global Climate Change were the top priorities, wine-tasting and working out at Ladies Workout Ex-
with other issues addressed as second or third press. She looks forward to exploring in Colorado and
tiered areas of interest. Each of these advocacy southern Wyoming before eventually returning to WA

areas is already supported by the adopted positions where her son and two granddaughters live. Welcome
of the LWV. Debbie!

Campaign finance reform has been one of
the Le ague ’, s prioritiles pfaQ Makdie rFMloang @llﬁnée to'YBulRoster: |
FEN Act was introduced in the House and Senate
on March 31, 2009 and has the potential of funda- Pat Griego's address
mentally changing the way congressional cam- FC 80524
paigns work. For these reasons, the Admin Team
is asking the LWVUS Board to make it a priority.

Still Time to Register for
Legislative Conference!

League members have until January 13 to regis-
ter for this year’'s Legislat:i
held on January 25, 2010, from 8:30 a.m. until 1:15
p.m. at the Colorado History Museum in Denver. An
interesting program will address a variety of subjects
including charter schools, state fiscal policy, and reap-

e which

portionment. Our League lobbyist will give an update Facts about homelessness: Did you know the aver-
in the afternoon of legislation due to come before the age age of a homeless person in Larimer County is
State Assembly at this session. Larimer County League 8? In the 2006-2007 school year, Poudre School
members who have attended these before have de- District had 627 homeless students. In 2008-2009
scribed them as informative and worthwhile. there were 782.

A registration form is included in the December Learn more at a program in April presented by the

“League Lines on page 11AfforBabldHousidgteamo U can’ t | ocat
call Carol Rush at 667-5077 and she will send one to

you. The conference Registration Fee and lunch costs
$26 but the Admin Team has voted to reimburse those
who attend $10 in order to offset the cost and encourage
our members totake part in this activity. Judy Bushnell
is arranging carpools. Call her at 493-9674 or email
her at jabms@frii.com. to set up a ride.
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Admin Team Supports Ranked Voting

At its regular October meeting, the
Admin Team endorsed the work being
done by the Fort Collins Ranked Voting or-
ganization, a group that has formed in or-
der to achieve ranked voting for the Fort
Collins City Council and Fort Collins
Mayor elections by 2013, via a ballot
measure on the 2011 city ballot. This ac-
tion followed several presentations to the
Admin Team by League member Wanda
Mayberry, who is on the Board of Fort
Collins Ranked Voting. Wanda was one of
the members of t he
off Voting Team, 2005-2008, that studied
the issue of alternative voting mechanisms
and presented its recommendation to
LWVLC members. The LWVLC subse-
quently adopted a position in favor of In-
stant Run-off Voting, also called Ranked
Voting.

In addition to endorsing this organi-
zation, the Admin Team voted at its De-
cember meeting to donate $400 to the
group to help it with the educational work
needed to prepare for a ballot initiative.

More information about Fort Collins
Ranked Voting is available at
<fortcollinsrankedvoting.org>.

About 4 years ago, a group of people from the
Larimer County LWV decided that the plurality system
that we currently use to elect our public officials was

not serving the people very well. The elected people
were frequently representing only a small fraction of

the electorate, there was almost no chance for anyone

outside the two major parties to be a viable candidate

for office, there was too much negative campaigning
and many people were simply not voting since they
could not vote for the person they truly wanted witho
serving as a spoiler for someone else.

ut

We embarked on a study of many different vot-
ing systems that have been proposed, or used, through-

out the world, culminating in a consensus meeting in

2006. As aresult of several all-member meetings, and
the consensus meeting, we came up with the following

position statement:

“The League of

WO me n

County supports an alternative to plurality vot-
ing that would accomplish the following objec-

LeagiW®’ s I nstant Run
1 Every person’”™s vot
1 A winner should have majority support.

Furthermore, we also support alternatives that

can be expected to:

1 maximize voter participation;

1 be open to a variety of candidates and
ideas;

1 encourage positive, issue-based cam-
paigning.

We believe that in single-seat elections, IRV

(Instant Runoff Voting) has the best chance of

meet i t hhese

ng

John Kefalas managed to get a bill passed in the

Colorado legislature that allows cities throughout the

state to adopt ranked choice voting (IRV). Our position

statement has allowed our local league to support the

efforts of the diverse ad hoc committee that was formed
in 2008 to pursue ranked voting (IRV) in Ft. Collins.

The ad hoc committee decided to try to get the city
charter changed so that we could have the Ft. Collins

citizens vote on putting IRV in place for the 2013 elec-

tion.
We are currently in the process of educating

people and trying to get support enough to allow us to
ask the voters for a change in the City Charter during

the Apr, 2011 election.

\

object i
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International Relations

Great Decisions

The new Great Decisions 2010 briefing books will be
available at the Program Planning Meeting Monday,
Jan. 11. To arrange to pick them up at a different
time, contact Kay Easley (282-0135;
easleykw(@aol.com or Linda Grey-Wilson (218-2815;
linda.greywilson@comecast.net) after Jan. 2. Addi-
tional books are still available at $18.00 each. The
new edition includes a fold out map, glossary, and
highlights of the 2009 Opinion Ballot Poll.

The Global Financial Crisis and its Effects will be-
gin our new season Monday, Feb. 1. The global finan-
cial crisis that began in late 2007 revealed major defi-
ciencies in the regulation of markets and institutions,
all of which came perilously close to collapse. Emer-
gency measures to prevent a full collapse of the global
financial system have led to mixed results. How will
governments and the world community respond to this
challenge?

All meetings are brown-bag lunches from 11:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. and are held at Plymouth Congrega-
tional Church, 916 West Prospect Road, Fort Collins.

Other interesting discussions lie ahead with the fol-
lowing Chapter Titles:

1 The Special Envoy in American Foreign Policy

1 Halting Atrocities in Kenya

1 Transnational Crime: Globalization's Shadowy
Stepchild

1 China Looks at the World: the World Looks at
China

1 Euorpe's "Far East": the Uncertain Frontier

The U.S. and the Persian Gulf

1 Enchancing Security Through Peacebuiliding

|

United Nations Association Programs

League members and friends are always welcome
at meetings of the Northern Colorado Chapter of the
United Nations Association-USA. Here's what's com-

ing up:

FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT OF U.N.'S CO-
PENHAGEN CONFERENCE ON CLI-
MATE CHANGE

Dr. Michele Betsill, who teaches political science
at CSU, attended the U.N. Conference on Climate
Change in Cophenhagen in December. She will de-
scribe her experiences and give much food for thought
when she speaks to the Northern Colorado Chapter of
the United Nations Association-USA on Saturday,
January 16 at 2:30 p.m. League members and others
interested in the topic are welcome to attend. The title
of her presentation is "The Future of Multilateralism
for Climate Change: Reflections from Copenhagen."
The program will take place at Plymouth Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ, 916 West Prospect
Road, Fort Collins, in the forum/choir room.


mailto:easleykw@aol.com
mailto:linda.greywilson@comcast.net
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Sustainability

The Sustainability Team will be having two
meetings in February. Both are to be held at the Foot-
hills Unitarian Church, at 1815 Yorktown, just off
West Drake Road between Shields and Taft Hill in
Fort Collins.

The first presentation will be on February 8,
2010, at either 9:30 - 11:30 am or from 7 - 9:00 pm.
These are open to Leaguers and the public and will
deal generally with presentations on sustainability. In
preparation for this presentation, please complete the
following survey and send it to Georgia Locker by
JANUARY 25.

The second meeting will be on February 22,
from 9:30 - 11:30 am, and is open to Leaguers only.
We will present material pertinent to the League spe-
cifically and hopefully come to a concurrence on a
sustainability position.

The Sustainability Team looks forward to see-
ing you on those dates to deal with this very important
and timely subject. For questions please call Georgia
Locker at 482-4875

SUSTAINABILITY SURVEY

This survey is being done to collect information about
how environmentally active our members are. We will
compile the results and share the numbers at the
League general meeting, sponsored by the Sustainabil-
ity Team, on February 8. Please repeat the survey as
soon as possible and return it to:
jslocker@yahoo.com You may answer the ques-
tions and return the form via email or print out the
form and mail it to Georgia Locker at 713 Duke
Square, FC, 80525. The deadline for receiving the
survey to be included in the survey results is January
25, 2010.

Indicate yes or no for each question.
1. Do you regularly use reusable bags for shopping?
2. Does your car get at least 30 mpg?

3. Do you have water saver toilets and/or shower-
heads? Do you take 5 minute or less showers?

4. Do you recycle aluminum, paper, glass, and other
items?

5. Have you stopped buying bottled water?
6. Do you have a programmable thermostat?

7. Do you regularly buy recycled paper products?
8. Do you avoid products with excessive packaging?

9. Do you plan daily trips and weekly errands to con-
solidate trips?

10. Do you avoid disposable products to the extent
possible?

11. Do you look for energy star labels when buying
new appliances?

12. Do you use cold water in your laundry cycles?

13. Do you use nontoxic cleaning brands and eco-
friendly products?

14. Do you buy local produce whenever possible?

15. Do you wait for full loads before you run your
washer or dishwasher?

16. Do you compost and/or have a vegetable garden?

17. Do you use natural lighting and heating?(open
south facing drapes?)

18. Do you eat beef 4 or less times a month?

19. Have you changed your light bulbs to compact
fluorescents?

20. Have you had an energy audit on your house?

21. Do you hang up clothes and wear several times
before washing?

22. Do you have ceiling fans installed in your home
to reduce your airconditioning needs?

23. Do you do yearly maintenance on your furnace
and water heater?

24. Do you have a high efficiency furnace?

If you have access to the internet, calculate the
amount of carbon you produce at
http://www.fightglobalwarming.com/
carboncalculator.cfm and write the amount
here
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IT'S IN DUR HANDS

Census 2010

April 1, 2010 is census day in the US. For this
census, our national, state, and even our local

League of Women Voters of Larimer County
are all partners with the Census Bureau to
help insure an accurate and complete count.

As census partners, we have three League
members who are particularly active. Barb
Rutstein is serving on the Fort Collins Com-
plete Count Committee. Carol McDivitt and

Dixie Schmatz are on the Loveland Complete

Count Committee and Dixie is the Loveland
Complete Count Committee Chairperson.

So, what does that mean we are doing? The

complete count committees are working with
groups in the communities to get the word out

that the census is easy, important and private
They are preparing newsletter articles, fliers,
posters and other materials to distribute and

display. Our League has also committed to set

up a speaker’s burea

the census. (Just like ballot issue speeches, we

will have a training for anyone who is on the
Speaker’s Bureau.)

Il f you can hel p wi
help with distribution of materials contact

t h

Dixie Schmatz at 669-0710 or
mdschmatz@yahoo.com.

In addition, the Census Bureau has given our
League $2,999 to buy census related materi-
als. We chose to work with the Food Bank, as
people who use their services tend to be un-
dercounted. We bought red, reusable tote bags
with the Food Bank and League logos im-
printed on them along with some information
about the census. The Food Bank will pack
their food in these bags so it saves them
money and is a “gift
is people will continue to use these bags and
spread the word about the census.

As a group particularly interested in good
government, we recognize the importance of
an accurate and complete count. The census
numbers impact many things from money al-
location to the number of US representatives
in a state. Watch the next few League Lines
for more information and let Dixie, Carol or
Barb know if you are willing to help.

LEGISLATIVE PARTY
A HUGE SUCCESS

The Legislative Action Team wants to thank all of
our members who made this year's party a huge
success. 45 people attended. Thank you to every-
one who brought wine or hors d'oeuvres. Thank
you to Rep. Randy Fischer, Rep. John Kefalas, and
Sen. Bob Bacon who were kind enough to share
their plans for the 2010 Legislative Session with
us. Thank you to Kay Easley for facilitatingthe S @ |
discussion. A very special thank you to our gra-
cious hosts, Sam and Sidna Rachid for inviting us
to their lovely home.

the Speaker’s Bureau


mailto:mdschmatz@yahoo.com
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Voter Service News

It 1s time to start thinking about registering voters for the 2010 elections. If you
would be willing to help out (Short training session - usually a 2 hr shift on any
given event - usually with another Leaguer - with tent protection when needed, etc),
please contact Wanda Mayberry (482-8742) or Jane Thompson (232-9014) for all
the details. Thanks!

Advertise Your Business
Cost: $15/ issue; $75/10 issues (1 year)
Submit your business card with payment
made out to the LWV-Larimer County to
Linda Hutchinson, 216 West Fourth Street,
Loveland, CO 80537.

Dr. Paul A. Smith

Integrative Writer
Retired College Professor
Creator of a System of about 9,300 essays
Available at: www.essayz.com <=======
Visited 4 times daily, mostly from USA.
Visitors have come from about 80 nations.
Essays encourage discussions of vital issues.
E-mail: psmithlcoe:aol.com
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- The League of Women Voters of Larimer County
www.lwv-larimercounty.org

The League of Women Voters is the organization where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic
improvement.

Our Mission

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participa-
tion in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.

Our History
Established in 1920, the League is one of the

sues from many points of view and take action on issues affecting our families and communities.

The League of Women Voters is nonpartisan. We do not support or oppose candidates.

Printed by The Quick-Print Shop, 215 E. 7th Street Downtown Loveland, Across from Bank One
(970)667-1233



