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February Calendar of Events 

Mon,Feb 1 

11:30 to 1:30 

Great Decisions 

Plymouth Congregational Church 

916 West Prospect Road, Fort Collins 

Thurs, Feb 4 

Noon to 2 

Admin Team meeting 

Judy Bushnellôs 

812 East Lake Street, Fort Collins 

Sat,Feb 6 

10 to noon 

Member Orientation 

Sidna Rachidôs 

1002 Alexa Court, Fort Collins 

Mon, Feb 8 

9:30 to 11:30 or 

7 to 9 

Sustainability Meetings 

Foothills Unitarian Church 

1815 Yorktown Avenue, Fort Collins 

Sun, Feb 14 The League of Women Voters turns 90!! 

Thurs, Feb 11 

2 PM 

Affordable Housing Team meeting 

Care Housing 

1303 West Swallow, Fort Collins 

Weds, Feb 17 

12 PM 

Health Care Team meeting 

Linda Mahanôs 

708 Birky Place, Fort Collins 

Weds, Feb 17 Deadline to register for  

LWVCO-cosponsored United Nations Seminar 

Sat, Feb 20 LWVCO-cosponsored United Nations Seminar 

Mon, Feb 22 

9:30 to 11:30 

Sustainability Concurrence Meeting 

Foothills Unitarian Church 

1815 Yorktown Avenue, Fort Collins 

(preceded by LWV Birthday Party) 
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Sustainability Meetings 
The Sustainability Team for LWVLC will be holding 

two meetings in February, and both will be at 

Foothills Unitarian Church, 1815 Yorktown, Fort 

Collins (Just off West Drake Road between Shields 

and Taft Hill). 

 

Monday, February 8 
First is a meeting on February 8th to share ideas on 

Sustainability.  We are holding this meeting at two 

different times so you can choose which will be more 

convenient for you:  9:30-11:30 A.M. or 7:00-9:00 

P.M.  The public is invited to attend.  

 

There will be a presentation on the definition of sus-

tainability that will include balancing the environment 

with economic and social needs. The results of the 

sustainability survey taken by league members will be 

presented.  Come and learn how environmentally ac-

tive our members are.  We'll be discussing the impor-

tance of sustainability, and sharing what the cities of 

Loveland and Fort Collins are doing in the area of sus-

tainability, as well as hospitals, businesses, Larimer 

County, Poudre School District, and CSU.   

 

Monday, February 22, 9:30-11-30 
The second meeting is for League members only. 

This will be a Concurrence Meeting where we will 

review a concurrence statement on Sustainability and 

relate the statement to positions the League already 

has.  We then hope to reach concurrence on this state-

ment.   

 

At the same meeting we will be celebrating 

the LWV's 90th birthday!   Please plan to 

attend this important meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the League! 

Our Larimer League will mark the  

League of Women Voters 90th Birthday 

with special refreshments on  

February 22 preceding the  

Sustainability concurrence discussion  

at 9:30 am. 

Be sure to join us for the celebration! 

 
On February 14 the League of Women Voters will 

celebrate its 90th anniversary!  Not coincidentally, the 

19th amendment to the United States Constitution that 

gave women the right to vote celebrates its 90th anni-

versary in 2010, as well. 

 

ñThe women who started the movement to give 

women the right to vote really didnôt know where it 

would end, how it would end, or when it would end,ò 

said League of Women Voters president, Mary G. 

Wilson.  ñAnd yet they persevered.  They persevered 

in a time when it wasnôt fashionable for women to 

speak out on any issue ï let alone try to get some 

rights for themselves.  They worked against all odds ï 

and succeeded.ò 

 

In 1920, after a 72 year struggle, passage of the 19th 

amendment appeared to be imminent, and members of 

the National American Woman Suffrage Association 

met to form the League of Women Voters, the organi-

zation to educate the newly franchised women to ef-

fectively use the vote. ñFor nine decades, the League 

has worked to ensure our democracy is transparent, 

effective, and truly representative,ò said Ms. Wil-

son.  ñThose challenges are as real today as they were 

for our suffragist foremothers who struggled for their 

right to vote so many years ago.ò  

Member Orientation - February 6 
In our 90th birthday month we want to keep the tra-

dition going by sharing the League with prospective 

and new members.  All are invited to learn more 

about our organization at a morning coffee,  Satur-

day, February 6 from 10 am - noon at the home of 

Sidna Rachid, 1002 Alexa Court in Fort 

Collins.  We'll enjoy an informal time of refresh-

ments and conversation about the League's history, 

mission, structure and activity. And, there will time 

for questions and meeting others. If you know of a 

prospective member please invite them to attend! 

RSVP to Linda Mahan 484-2259.  
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CrossCurrents Panel Discussion on  

ñDoes the 2010 Census Matter?ò 
  

On Thursday, February 11, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m., the 

CrossCurrents television program will feature a panel 

discussion on ñDoes the 2010 Census Matter?ò  The 

program is televised from the Fort Collins City Coun-

cil Chambers, 300 LaPorte Avenue, and the public is 

invited to attend and submit questions.   

   

The panelists are: Pat Rodriguez, Partnership Special-

ist, U.S. Census Bureau; Dixie Schmatz, Chair, Love-

land Complete Count Committee; Betty Aragon-

Mitotes, Community Activist; and Bryce Hach, Direc-

tor, Homeward 2020.  Barbara  Rutstein of the League 

of Women Voters of Larimer County will moderate 

the discussion. 

 

Although the U.S. Census is now 220 years old, hav-

ing started in 1790, the public still has many questions 

about its importance, its use and about the privacy of 

the information collected. The panelists will look at 

these issues and discuss how the census relates to state 

and federal funding for communities, impacting pro-

grams for school districts, veterans, seniors and af-

fordable housing, among other services. 

  

The audience is requested to arrive and be seated ten 

to fifteen minutes early as television broadcast begins 

promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

  

The program is produced by the City of Fort Collins 

in cooperation with the League of Women Voters of 

Larimer County.  The televised program will be re-

broadcast periodically on Fort Collins Cable Channel 

14 and on Lovelandôs Cable Channel 16 on Sundays, 

12:30 p.m. and 6 p.m., Thursdays, 3:30 p.m. and Sat-

urdays, 9:00 a.m.Copies will also be made available at 

branches of the Poudre River Public Library District 

as well as accessed through fcgov.com/cable 14 by 

broadband users as either video streaming or video-on

-demand. 

 

 

LWV of Larimer County 

Census 2010 Speakers Bureau 

 

If you know of a group of 15 or more 

that would like a half hour presentation on the 

Census have them 

e-mail their request to  

census2010speakers@lwv-larimercounty.org 

Voter Service News 

It is time to start thinking about reg-

istering voters for the 2010 elections.  

If you would be willing to help out 
(Short training session - usually a 2 

hr shift on any given event - usually 

with another Leaguer - with tent pro-
tection when needed, etc), please 

contact Wanda Mayberry  (482-8742) 

or Jane Thompson (232-9014) for all 
the details.  Thanks! 

Are you missing a page from your  

LWV-Larimer County Member Notebook? 

 

All LWV -Larimer County member hand-

outs can now be accessed online.  Go to 

lwv-larimercounty.org and click on 

ñMember Notebook.ò 
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Q&Aôs About the 2010 Census 

Why is the census being taken? 

The US Constitution requires that every 10 years there 

is a count of every person living in the United States. 

The first count was taken in 1790 and the Census has 

occurred every decade since then.  Census day is April 

1, 2010. 

Is there anyone who is not counted? 

People in the US on vacation are not counted but every 

person residing in the US on April 1st is counted. This 

means citizens, people with visas and non-citizens are 

all counted. It is important to count everyone living in 

the US because everyone uses the roads and other ser-

vices. 

Who sees this information? Can it be used to find 

undocumented residents? 

Individual information is confidential by law for 72 

years. (Census workers are sworn for life to not disclose 

any information).  No one has access to individual in-

formation.  Not the President, the FBI, or  federal agen-

cies can access or use the personal information until it 

is available to the public after72 years. The numbers 

tabulated and counts are delivered to the U.S. President 

by December 31st of the year of the census. Population 

counts are delivered to the states by February thru 

March of the following year. This will be the first look 

at population counts for states, counties, cities, and 

neighborhoods. 

What is a Complete Count Committee? 

For the 2010 Census, the Census Bureau has suggested 

every community set up a Complete Count Committee. 

This is a group of local people that can partner with the 

Census Bureau in a variety of ways and make a differ-

ence in their community. They can help reach popula-

tions that traditionally may be hard to count like the 

homeless, students living in dorms and other groups. 

The Complete Count Committee has local credibility 

and can remind people why it is important to accurately 

complete and return their forms. 

Why is the Census Important? 

Many election boundaries are drawn based on the U.S. 

Census count. After each census, redistricting of state 

legislative districts can occur which may have a major 

impact on elected officials at the local, state and na-

tional levels. It is even possible that a stateôs number of 

U.S. Representatives may change based on the census. 

Accurate Census data results in community benefits.  

The results of the Census affect money allocations for 

Federal funding for college grant and loan programs, 

public transportation, school district boundaries, special 

education, Title 1 funding for schools, senior services, 

veteranôs programs, roads, and other community im-

provements.  The State of Colorado estimates that for 

every person not counted a community could lose up to 

$875 per person per year in funding resources.  So an-

swering the Census is like writing a check for $875 

back to your community each year for ten years. 

What if I donôt return my form? 

Please fill out and return your questionnaire by April 1.  

If your form is not returned by mail, a census worker 

will come to your home up to six times in an effort to 

collect the information. If they still canôt reach you they 

will  gather your information from your neighbors. - The 

Census is mandated by the U.S. Constitution to get a 

count of every person living in the US. 

How long does it take to complete the form? 

10 questions, 10 minutes to complete - is one of the 

mottos for the 2010 Census. The long forms are now 

distributed through a separate process and are no longer 

part of the standard census. The 2010 Census is quick 

and easy to complete and the results are important for 

your community. 

What if I am having trouble filling in the census 

form? 

Special census assistance sites will be set up around 

each community. There is no charge to use these and 

help will be available for people speaking languages 

other than English. There is also a national website at 

www.2010.census.gov with a large amount of addi-

tional information. 

What is available for non-English speaking people? 

To help ensure the nationôs increasingly diverse popula-

tion can answer the questionnaire accurately and com-

pletely, about 13 million bilingual Spanish/English 

forms will be mailed to housing units in neighborhoods 

identified as requiring high levels of Spanish assistance. 

Additionally, questionnaires will be available in Span-

ish, Chinese (Simplified), Korean, Vietnamese and 

Russian ự as well as language guides in 59 languages ự 
will be available on request. The US Census website 

has a general fact sheet in Spanish at 

http://2010.census.gov/partners/pdf/

factSheet_General_ES.pdf 

What if I want to work for the Census Bureau?  

The Census Bureau will recruit nearly 3.8 million appli-

cants for 2010 Census field operations. Of these appli-

cants, the Census Bureau will hire about 1.4 million 

temporary employees. For more information go to the 

national website at www.2010.census.gov and click on 

the link at the top of the page that says ñJob Seekersò, 

or call 1-866-861-2010. 

http://www.2010.census.gov/
http://2010.census.gov/partners/pdf/factSheet_General_ES.pdf
http://2010.census.gov/partners/pdf/factSheet_General_ES.pdf
http://www.2010.census.gov
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Affordable Housing 

 

 
The Affordable Housing team is working on a panel 

presentation in April on FAMILIES AT RISK, THE 

CHANGING FACE OF HOMELESSNESS.  The team 

will meet Thursday, February 11 at 2 pm at CARE 

Housing. 

 

Program to End Homelessness  

in Fort Collins  
 

Homeward 2020 is a very specific ten year plan to end 

homelessness in Fort Collins. Homeward 2020 origi-

nally came out of UniverCity Connections with its fo-

cus on convening the local community and catalyzing 

opportunities for positive change with a focus on three 

of Fort Collinsô community assets: Colorado State Uni-

versity; Downtown; and the Poudre River. Within this 

effort, it was recognized by Sister Mary Alice Murphy 

that the high concentration of homeless in downtown, 

Fort Collins was also considerable concern that needed 

to be addressed. 

 

The United State Interagency Council on Homelessness 

(USICH) director Philip Mangano was invited to Fort 

Collins to discuss the parameters of Ten Year Plans to 

End Homelessness in August 2008, following an exter-

nal study on the degree of severity of homelessness in 

Fort Collins and the cityôs potential interest to address 

the problem. The data showed that there were 556 indi-

viduals who were homeless people in Fort Collins. 60% 

of Fort Collins homeless are families. Today, the num-

ber of Fort Collins homeless is significantly higher. 

 

The Homeward 2020 initiative was able to become a 

reality when the City of Fort Collins offered the initial 

funding, with the local the Community Foundation of 

Northern Colorado serving as the formal manager, fis-

cal agent and legal supervisor for the Ten Year Plan. 

Since then, additional funders have stepped forward to 

leverage support for the Ten Year Plan. 

 

Homeward 2020 is a collaborative project that will 

draw from leadership and wisdom all across the com-

munity through a very metric-driven, evidence-base 

strategic approach. In order to be successful toward 

ending homeless, there must be a community awareness 

piece for the face of homelessness as well as the educa-

tional, economic and legal cost housing instability has 

on the community.  It is a foundational mind-set shift 

from supporting the homeless on an agency level to 

ending homelessness on a jurisdictional level. 

 

Ultimately, the end goal for Homeward 2020 is to have 

a rapid, easily accessible network of prevention assis-

tance, affordable housing, and wrap- around support 

services that will make homelessness rare, short-lived, 

and non-recurring in the Fort Collins community. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Health Care 

 
The next meeting of the Health Care Team will be on 

Wednesday, February 17, noon at Linda Mahan's 708 

Birky Pl. in Fort Collins.  The team will discuss of T.R. 

Reid's  book The Healing of America . 

 

 

Itôs Coming!  Itôs Coming 
 

 The Admin Team wants to reassure 

League members that we have indeed reserved a 

night for us to attend an Open Stage play in the 

spring.   Our choice this year is a new Mark Twain 

comedy, ñIs He Dead?ò adapted by David Ives.   

Please mark your calendar for Friday evening, 

April 16, 2010.   And, of course, more details will 

be forthcoming! 

 

In this newly discovered Mark Twain comedy and 

recent Broadway hit, the original master of Ameri-

can humor dishes out a sly critique of the art 

world with acerbic wit and social commentary 

well ahead of his time. Cleverly adapted for mod-

ern audiences by David Ives, Is He Dead? is a fast

-paced farce about a struggling artist who stages 

his own death to drive up the price of his paint-

ings. As the riotous scheme unfolds, Twain poses 

daring questions about fame, greed and the value 

of art, and pokes his signature, mischievous fun at 

everyone involved. 
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International Relations 

 

Great Decisions 

Monday, February 1 
   

The Global Financial Crisis and its Effects will be-

gin our new Great Decisions session on Monday, Feb. 

1. The global financial crisis that began in late 2007 

revealed major deficiencies in the regulation of mar-

kets and institutions, all of which came perilously 

close to collapse. Emergency measures to prevent a 

full collapse of the global financial system have led to 

mixed results. How will governments and the world 

community respond to this challenge? 

 

All meetings are brown-bag lunches from 11:30 a.m.- 

1:30 p.m. and are held at Plymouth Congrega-

tional Church, 916 West Prospect Road, Fort Collins.   

 

On Monday, March 1 the topic will be U.S. China Se-

curity Relations.China's influence is growing, along 

with its military expenditures. How will this growth 

affect China's relations with its neighbors and with 

the U.S.? Will China's expanding military and eco-

nomic power affect traditional U.S. roles and U.S. al-

liances in East Asia? How will countries like Japan, 

South Korea and India respond? 

  

 

Osher Life Long Institute (OLLI)  

is coming to Loveland!  
  

The continuing education program will offer 4 classes 

in the Loveland area this spring: Clash of Civiliza-

tions - East and West; Wildlife Colorado History; 

Western Religions and Through the Eye of Artists. To 

learn more about when/where these classes will start, 

view the website: www.learn.colostate.edu/

osher , call: 491-7753 or contact LuAnn Ball at 667-

3965 or Lu_Ball@msn.com. The Osher program 

has contributed to League funds through partnership 

in presenting the Shaping U.S. Foreign Policy class 

for the past 3 years. Annual Membership in OLLI is 

$35.00 and includes free monthly lectures, events and 

go see tours. Classes are offered for additional tuition 

rates.  Scholarships are available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plymouth Congregational Church Discussion Se-

ries on Immigration:   A lecture-discussion series is 

being held at the Plymouth Congregational Church, 

916 West Prospect in Fort Collins, on Sundays from 

10 - 11 a.m.  Everyone is welcome.    

 

Feb. 7 - Jennifer Piper of the American Friends Ser-

vice Committee will speak about how Christians can 

respond to this issue. 

 

In addition to the speakers, written resources from 

Yale Divinity School and the SPLC will be used. All 

classes begin at 10 a.m. and run for an hour.  

 

 

 

 

 

United Nations Association  
     UNA/USA  PRESIDENT  &   CEO  TO  SPEAK 

 

     As always, League members and friends are in-

vited to programs of the United Nations Association-

USA, Northern Colorado Chapter.  This time we have 

an outstanding opportunity for you. 

 

     Former Ambassador Tom Miller, who is the new 

President and CEO of the national UNA/USA, is com-

ing to Fort Collins to speak.  He has an impressive 

resume, just a small part of which includes: 

-Chief Executive of Plan International, with opera-

tions in 49 countries 

-Twenty-nine years in the US Foreign Service, with a 

focus on counterterrorism 

-Ambassador to Bosnia-Herzegovina, 1999 

-Ambassador to Greece, 2001-2004 

-Focus on security during the 2004 Athens Olympic 

Games 

-Founded Model United Nations program in Washing-

ton D.C. in 1993, and in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

-Helped found Athens chapter of Habitat for Human-

ity. 

 

     This meeting will be at a different date, time and 

place than our regular local UNA meetings.  It will be 

on Sunday, February 21, 2:00-4:00 p.m., at Foot-

hills Unitarian  Church, 1815 Yorktown Ave., Fort 

Collins.  We are honored that Ambassador Miller is 

coming here to speak.  Please  join  us!  

  

http://www.learn.colostate.edu/osher,
http://www.learn.colostate.edu/osher,
mailto:Lu_Ball@msn.com


February 2010 League Lines 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBSERVER CORPS 
 

Our League observers are known as the ñeyes and 

earsò of the League.  Their understanding of how local 

government works and awareness of the decisions cur-

rently being made is central to keeping the local 

League represented and involved in relevant commu-

nity actions.  So next time you see one of our Ob-

server Corps members at a meeting, take a moment to 

thank them for their hard work on behalf of League.   

Mary Jo Shafer attends meetings of the Larimer 

County Commissioners.  Affordable Housing Boards 

are attended in Fort Collins by Marilyn Heller and 

Loveland by Carol Rush.  Mary Lou Linton has gra-

ciously agreed to monitor issues before the Fort 

Collins City Council and Jean Blaylock will attend the 

Regional Library Board.  

 Perhaps some of you are thinking about joining the 

Observer Corps Team; it is a wonderful way to learn 

more about the workings of City or County govern-

ment.  You might wonder if there are issues before the 

Ft. Collins or Loveland City Councils that would 

make you wish to observe and report your findings 

back to League.  Agendas for the City Council meet-

ings are found under the City website under ñFuture 

City Council itemsò (Fort Collins) and ñPublic Meet-

ingsò (Loveland) headings.   Please consider serving 

League by becoming an Observer; your knowledge 

can spark a group action that would have significant 

benefit to the community.  Observer responsibilities 

include attending meetings, taking notes and filling 

out a brief observer form  where you can report to the 

Administration Team opportunities for action regard-

ing existing League positions or possible new areas 

where League might come together to develop a posi-

tion.  These activities can be a place where you can 

make a real contribution to your League and your 

community. 
 

Janet Fritz,  Observer Corps Coordinator 

 

 

REPORT ON  

PROGRAM PLANNING MEETING   

 

Approximately 35 Leaguers attended the Program 

Planning meeting on Monday, evening, January 11, 

2010.  Local programming was discussed and it was 

decided to make no changes in this program for the 

year 2010.   National Program was also discussed and 

it was decided that the LWVLC supports one new na-

tional study.  The title of the study is The Role of the 

Federal Government in Public Education.  It was 

originally proposed by the Palo Alto, CA league.  The 

complete text of the study is as follows: 

PROPOSAL: To study the role of the federal govern-

ment in public education, with a focus on (1) the basic 

goals of public education, (2) the role of the federal 

government in education policy-making, (3) the rela-

tionship between national, state, and local levels of 

education governance, including funding, and (4) the 

development of common standards. 

PURPOSE: To establish national League positions 

that would enable the League of Women Voters to 

Å review, consider, evaluate and advocate for or 

against federal education legislation; to 

Å advocate on issues related to what the federal role in 

public education should be; and to 

Å join in coalition with other national organizations 

that speak out on issues of public education. 

 

It was requested that the following addendums be 

made to the programming report that will be sent to 

the LWVUS. 

¶ Request LWVUS to give us a plan of action or a 

directive for action on immigration based upon our 

position. 

¶ We are concerned that the proposed funding esti-

mate for the study of the role of the federal govern-

ment in public education is unrealistically low.  To 

support an adequate study, we recommend consider-

ing a dues increase. 

We have a solid position but believe we need to re-

educate our members and communities.  We recom-

mend an emphasis on member and community educa-

tion on campaign finance in order to be better pre-

pared to do advocacy. 
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Sustainability Team  

LWV of Greeley-Weld County  

Opposes the Mining 
 

Saturday, Jan. 9, the Greeley-Weld County League of 

Women Voters Board  unanimously passed a formal 

resolution opposing uranium mining in Weld County.  

This resolution was based on the Leagueôs positions on 

natural resources and environment at both the state and 

national levels.  The League has scheduled  public 

meetings in January and February to further educate 

citizens and disseminate materials on this issue.  The 

meetings will be at the Centennial Park Library, 2227 

23rd Ave, Greeley at 7 pm.  The first meeting, Thurs-

day, January 21, will be on the broad topic of sustain-

ability.  The second meeting, Thursday, February 1 8, 

will be on ñUranium mining, as it affects the sustain-

ability of our natural resources and our environment.ò    

This will be an ñinformation and discussionò meeting to 

help inform residents on this timely subject.      

 

Update on Local Uranium Mining Issue 

Powertech,Inc, the company that wants to do in-situ 

uranium mining near Nunn (The Centennial Project), 

needs 4 major permits approved in order to do the min-

ing.  The permits are from the EPA; the Colorado Divi-

sion of Reclamation Mining and Safety (DRMS), and 

the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environ-

ment; and Weld County.   

 

During the last few months, there has been activity con-

cerning these proposed permits both at the EPA and the 

Colorado DRMS.  

(continued on next page) 

EPA:    Dec. 18, there were articles in the Denver Post, 

The Loveland Reporter Herald, and the FC Coloradoan, 

describing concern and allegations by environmental 

groups that the EPA has been working with Powertech, 

USA, behind closed doors, for nearly two years to de-

velop guidelines that would govern how the agency 

would review Powertechôs application for a mine per-

mit.  These discussions are detailed in a series of e-

mails obtained by the environmental groups through the 

Freedom of Information Act.  Environmental groups 

including Environment Colorado, Natural Resources 

Defense Council, and Coloradoans Against Resource 

Destruction sent a letter to EPA administrator, Lisa 

Jackson, urging her to open to the public any internal 

proceedings regarding the regulation of Powertech and 

the mining.  In November, US Sen. Michael Bennet and 

US Rep. Betsy Markey sent a letter to the regional of-

fice of the EPA urging them to involve the public as 

they consider any permits for the proposed mine.   

December 22, the regional EPA held a meeting in 

Nunn, asking for public comment regarding Pow-

ertechôs application to do a pump test that will tell Pow-

ertech if its in situ leaching method of uranium is viable 

for the area.  This was not the permit to allow the actual 

mining.  There were at least 100 people present. All but 

one verbal presentation, were passionately against the 

pump test and the proposed mine due to the fear that the 

pump test will stir up contaminants and harm drinking 

water quality.  The EPAôs final decision on the pump 

test permit is expected sometime in early 2010. 

 

Colorado Division of Reclamation Mining and 

Safety:  The rulemaking process in carrying out H.B. 

1161 (water quality bill ï requiring mining companies 

to restore the water to its pre-mining condition) and 

S.B. 228 (giving the public a right to know when a min-

ing company was going to apply for a mining permit) 

was started in May, 2009 and continued through 8 

meetings, with the last one being Dec.3, 2009.  During 

these meetings, called stakeholders meetings, both the 

mining industry and the groups seeking to protect the 

environment provided input to the State on the broad 

rules and processes necessary to carry out the intent of 

H.B. 1161.  During these meetings, Powertech objected 

to proposed rules requiring that the mining company 

test before mining to establish the baseline quality and 

restore the water to that level.  Powertech wants to be 

able to revise the data on the pre-mining quality, even 

after mining begins.  Mine critics said that the baseline 

water quality must be established up front, and that 

Powertechôs proposal would allow it to revise water 

quality data so it doesnôt have to fully reclaim the mine.  

Powertech also wanted to eliminate all public comment 

on all pre-mining permits, and also on any baseline site 

characterization plan approvals.  Jeff Parsons, the law-

yer representing local residents, said ñThese are mining 

operations with the potential to drastically impact local 

water resources and the environment, and the public 

ought to have the ability to weigh inò.  So far, the State 

is holding its ground in allowing public involvement 

and maintaining strong ground water protections.  The 

rules will be finalized by the Colorado Mined Land 

Reclamation Board in public hearings that will most 

likely begin in March or April 2010. 
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Advertise Your Business  

Cost: $15/ issue; $75/10  issues (1 year) 

Submit your business card with payment 

made out to the LWV-Larimer County to 

Linda Hutchinson, 216 West Fourth Street, 

Loveland, CO 80537. 

Dr. Paul A. Smith 

Integrative Writer  
Retired College Professor 

Creator of a System of about 9,300 essays 

Available at: www.essayz.com <======= 

Visited 4 times daily, mostly from USA. 

Visitors have come from about 80 nations. 

Essays encourage discussions of vital issues. 

E-mail:  psmith1coe:aol.com 

2010 League Day 

 
About 125 members including 8 members of Larimer 

County League attended LWVCO Legislative Day on 

January 25, 2010 at the Colorado History Museum in 

Denver.  Talks and presentations were compelling, in-

tensive, very informational, sometimes even humorous.    

The end result was essentially calls to action; we all 

know where the work needs to be done. 

 

Talks were given by Representative Carole Murray (R-

Castle Rock) on ñView of a Legislatorò;   by Elizabeth 

Garner, CO State Demographer on ñWhere Colorado Is 

With the Census and Future Planningò; by  Christine 

Watson, LWVCO Lobbyist on ñWhat Is Happening in 

the Legislatureò; and  by Senator Rollie Heath (D-

Boulder) and Chairman, Interim Committee on Fiscal 

Stability speaking on ñHow to Deal with the Colorado 

Budgetò.  A panel consisting of  John Karakoulakis, 

Dir. of Legislative Affairs of CO Dept. of Higher Edu-

cation; Nora Flood, VP of School Services of the CO 

League of Charter Schools; and Tracie Rainey, Execu-

tive Director of the CO School Finance Project ad-

dressed the issues of ñEducation and the Colorado 

Budget:  What Are the Needs of Our Schoolsò. 

 

LWVCO Lobbyist Christine Watson spoke of the big-

gest issue in the state is of course money, state budget, 

and funding.  Senate Bill 1,  HB1158 on public cam-

paign financing; HB 1004 on standardizing health in-

surance information, and HB 1005 on telemedicine and 

home health care costs are upcoming important legisla-

tion; other main issues affecting us (but are not neces-

sarily League issues) are PERA funding and Pinnacle 

workmenôs compensation insurance in CO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another Successful Community Fund Drive 

 
Financial Development Team members were surprised 

and pleased to raise $750 in this uncertain economic 

climate, from our annual Community Fund Drive.  Pro-

ceeds from this fund drive will be used for our Leagueôs 

general expenses, helping us to fulfill our role in the 

community 

 

Since 2010 is an election year, the Team will be hold-

ing a second fundraiser in the spring.  This bi-annual 

fund-raiser is directed toward local businesses. Pro-

ceeds are applied toward purchase of LWV of Colo-

radoôs ballot measure booklets and printing an up-to-

date FACTS booklet with contact information for offi-

cials in office after the fall elections.  Anyone interested 

in assisting with the spring fund drive can contact Irene 

Fortune or Carol Rush. 
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 First Legislative Letter for 2010 Now Available 

 

 Now that the 2010 session of the Colorado Leg-

islature is underway, the LWVCO is gearing up to 

study bills before this group, lobby for or against those 

that relate to our positions, and keep the public aware 

of what is happening.   If you havenôt subscribed to the 

ñLegislative Letterò which tracks all of this informa-

tion, it is available on line.  Go to 

www.lwvcolorado.org and scroll down on the left hand 

side of the window.  Click on ñLink to:  Leagueôs Leg-

islative Letters.ò 

 In this first issue of 2010, a short explanation of 

how the League takes positions is explained and how 

these positions are related to current legislation.  The 

resulting ñAdvocacy Agendaò is determined after using 

these procedures.  Excerpts from the January, 2010,  

ñLegislative Letterò is copied below. 

 

 

The Legislative Action Committee meets biweekly dur-

ing the legislative session to review pending bills and 

determine which to follow based on our stated pro-

gram. Positions of support, oppose or "watch" are ar-

rived at by consensus after reviewing all information 

available at the time. As bills change, it is sometimes 

necessary to change positions, and those decisions are 

also made by consensus of the committee.  

  
ADVOCACY AGENDA  2010  

Government   Fiscal Policy  

    Voting Rights and Elections  
  

Social Policy   Health Care  

    Education/Higher Education  

  

The Advocacy Agenda reflects the priority issues that 

will be addressed by League in both legislative  

and citizen education activities across Colorado.  

  
League of Women Voters of Colorado  
  
President Patricia Cordova 303-863.0437  
Legislative Action Chair Jeannette Hillery 

303.494.7718  
Staff Lobbyist Christine Watson 303.250.1796  
Staff Sandy Eid 303.863.0437  

 

Included in this first copy of the ñLegislative 

Letterò is information related to Legislative leaders, 

committees, and current bills before the State Senate 

and House. 

http://www.lwvcolorado.org/

